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1st April 2021

Dear Parents/Carers

We finish for the Easter break today. We hope you and your family have a happy Easter weekend and that
the children enjoy a good break after all their hard work. They should be very proud of everything they
have achieved.

Highlights of the week

This week Year 5’s have been amazing authors. The children have been writing their own stories based on
‘Gorilla’ by Anthony Browne. I am proud of each child. This week we have been making the most of the
wonderful weather - the children have loved reading outside.



This term, Year 6 have been enjoying their science learning. We have learnt about physical changes and
chemical reactions. We planned our own experiment and thoroughly enjoyed watching vinegar and
bicarbonate of soda vigorously react!

Highlights of Holy Week - During Holy Week, we have begun each day with a liturgy following the story of
Jesus’ last week on Earth. The children have been given time to reflect on each part of the story and think
about the significance of these events to our lives today.

Our pupil chaplains have then spent time with Mrs Holloway revisiting the part of the story each day and
spending time discussing the events. They have then created prayers and reflections for each day.



Stations of the Cross There will be an outdoor Stations of the Cross for children tomorrow morning at
11.00 in the garden at Holy Family:
Everyone is welcome at our Children's Liturgy Stations of the Cross. It will be taking place in the garden at
the presbytery at Holy Family Church at 11 O’clock on Good Friday. Children can volunteer to read, all you
have to do is turn up on the day and ask. We will be maintaining social distancing throughout the service.
Looking forward to seeing you there.
Oliver Langrishe
Thank You!

Easter services

Friday
Stations of the Cross 11am at Holy Family for children
(Outside)
GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 3pm at Holy Family
Confessions after this service

Saturday
THE EASTER VIGIL 7pm at St Paul’s
Int: James McGilligan RIP

Sunday
EASTER DAY MASS 9am at Holy Family
Int: Our parish and families
EASTER DAY MASS 1030am at Holy Redeemer
Int: Arthur, Bridget, & David Leary RIP

The Big Pedal

Monday April 26th to Friday April 30th!!

We will be taking part in Plymotion’s The Big Pedal! The week beginning April 26th, walk, scoot or bike to
school- and you can help us win prizes for the school!
More information to follow!

Parent/carer consultations with teachers
We will be holding parent/carer/teacher consultation evenings on Tuesday 18th May and Wednesday 19th
May 3.30-6pm both evenings. You will be offered either a remote meeting on Google Meet or a phone call.
This will provide an opportunity for you to talk to your child’s teacher about your child’s learning. All
children have completed reading and mathematics tests this week and teachers will share results with you
at these appointments. We will release times for booking after Easter.



Parent/carer survey We are keen to gather your views regarding lockdown learning and the return to
school. This will help us to improve our systems as a school. You will shortly receive a form to complete
from Mrs Potterton - we value your support in sharing your views.

Summer term uniform
The weather is warming up and children are invited to wear
summer uniforms after Easter. There is no obligation given these
difficult times. Please do contact Mrs Foweraker, our PSA, if you
would like support with uniform.

● Blue summer dresses
● Grey shorts
● Navy blue skirt or pinafore
● White polo shirts in reception/KS1(shirts and ties in KS1

from September)
● White shirts and ties in KS2
● Navy blue sweatshirts or cardigans
● White or navy blue socks
● Flat heeled shoes or sandals (not flip flop or trainers)

Track and trace
If your child develops symptoms of Coronavirus within 48 hours of school closing today or your child tests
positive for Coronavirus within 6 days of the Easter break starting please email Mrs Potterton immediately
- head@stpaulsplymouth.com
Please do not email the admin team or leave a message on the school answerphone. It will not be picked
up until Monday 19th April. Thank you for your support to keep you all safe and healthy.

Reminder: Easter sport camp: ‘Fit and Fed’ We have emailed all families eligible for benefit related free
school meals with full details of our Easter sport camp. Please check your email and take advantage of this
wonderful opportunity. Spaces are FREE and priority is being given to our families on a first come first
served basis. You must book free tickets in advance.

Reminder: Fit and Fed holiday packs
As part of Plymouth City Council’s Easter Fit and Fed programme funded by the Department for Education
they have 1,000 Fit and Fed holiday packs (to include a food parcel and physical activity bag) to give away
this Easter to children in receipt of benefit-related free school meals.

The food parcels are being provided by CATERed and will contain a range of nutritious food to make five
healthy two-course lunches with additional snacks. The parcels will also contain a booklet of recipes to help
you plan some exciting meals.
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The physical activity bags are being provided by the city council’s Sports Development Unit and will include
a variety of sport and activity equipment as well as activity cards to help children stay active through play.

To register for a free Fit and Fed holiday pack please click on the link below:
www.fitandfedplymouth.eventbrite.com. Packs will need to be collected from Barne Barton at the time slot
you select; unfortunately the packs are unable to be given out at the school.

Please note: the food parcels and activity packs will be distributed on a first-come-first-served basis.

Home learning
We are pleased to share our updated home learning offer with you. We have reflected on the needs of
your children and the activities that will have the greatest impact on their learning. We are therefore
focusing on daily reading, spelling practice and key English and maths skills. Weekly spellings will be shared
via Google Classroom each Friday and tested in class a week later. English and maths learning will be via IXL
and Numbots/TTRS. It is vital your child engages with this offer and we thank you in advance for your
support.

Summer term

We reopen for the summer term on Monday 19th April. There will be no changes to drop off and pick up
times:
Organisation of the school day - the timings are the same as September-December so this is just a
reminder.
PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE EARLY FOR DROP OFF - YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO ENTER SITE UNTIL THE
SCHEDULED TIME.

Group Start time End time

Year 4,5,6 8.45 am (plus siblings) 3.05 pm (plus siblings)

Year 3,2,1 8.55 am (plus siblings) 3.15 pm

Reception 9.00 am 3.00 pm (plus siblings)

Drop-off and pick-up
Our priority remains to keep you and your child, as well as our staff, as safe as possible. We have staggered
times for drop-off and pick-up to reduce the number of people moving at any one time. We will be using
the car park gate to exit the school grounds to ensure this is safe. There will be strictly no access to or exit
from the car park between 8.35 - 9.15 am and 2.55 - 3.25pm.
Please apply social distancing before you arrive on site - no queueing or gathering can take place in the lane
or anywhere on site. You must remain in your family bubble - do not let the children walk in with other
children.
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This weekend’s Gospel theme:

Easter Sunday

Risen Lord, we give thanks for the new life that you have given us. Help us
to live as you have shown us, with respect and love for all your people.

Amen.

Have a lovely Easter break.
Kind regards

Dawn Potterton
Headteacher
head@stpaulsplymouth.com
‘Let all that you do be done in love.’
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